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Preach'd before the 


. UEEN. 


JAM E s IV. Ne 
Know je not that the friendſhip of the world is en- 


 mity with God? Whoſoever therefore will be 4 


friend of the World, is the enemy of God. 


a © Tues having at t the latter part of the 
foregoing Chapter, repreſented to us the 
Excellent and Amiable Properties and Qua- 


lities of the Chriſtian Religion; as that it is, firſt pure, 


then peaceable, gentle and ea fe to be intreated, full of 
mercy and good fruits, without partiality, N 8 
Ynpocriſie: proceeds at the beginning of this Chap- 
ter, to ſet re us on the contrary, the baſe and 
odious Properties and Qualities of Leſt and Vice ; 
as that they are the cauſe” of Mars and Fight- 


q s amongft us, ver. 1. that they make us 8 
22 * of W and envious at ano- 


Ver. 17. 


chers a 


— 


— 
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thers enjoyment ot them, to that degree, as even 
to quarrel, ft and kill one another for them; and 
yet at the fame time, hinder us from obtaining 


them: either by keeping us from - praying to God 


for them, which is a neccflary means for, and 


condition of, our attainment of them, ver. 2. or 


Which is as bad or worſe, render all our Prayers 


Ver. 4. 


to God for them ineffectual: by cauſing us to ask 


them for a wrong end, namely, That we may con- 


fame them upon our Luſts, ver. 3. And then, in the 
words of my Text, he both gives us a plain ac- 
count, how it comes to paſs that men of this carnal 
and worldly temper, are thus plagu'd with wvexations 
and diſappointments > and likewile uſeth the moit pow- 
erful Argument poſſible, to reclaim them from their 
friendſhip with the world; Te Aadalterers and Adulte- 
reſſes (Ye, who having in the moſt Sacred and So- 
lemn manner vow'd, and, as it were, Marry'd your 
ſelves'to God and Chriſt in Baptiſm, do yet at- 
ter the faſhion of Adulterers, break this Marri— 
age Covenant, by giving your ſelves up to the 


love of another, vr. the World) Xuom ye not 


that the friendſhip of the world, is enmity with 
God? Do ye not conſider, for fo the word is us'd, 
Late 2. 49. and Act, 23. 5. that by your falſe 
and adulterous love of the World, ye infallibly 
make your ſelves the enemies of God; even of that 
God which has declar'd that zhere ſball be no peace 
to his enemies, and that their Prayers are an abo- 
mination to him? And how then can you in any 
reaſon hope to be eaſie in your lives, or ſucceſs- 
ful in your Prayers? And why then will you be ſo de- 

ff 444 -  ſperately 


UKE E N 


ſperately mad and fooliſh, * even in ſpight of 
this moſt certain and moſt dreadful conſequence of 

becoming God's Enemies, ſtill to perſevere in this 
friendſhip of the world? „ 
Theſe words ſeeming, at firſt ſight, to be a very 
hard ſaying, and apt, if too ſtrictly interpreted, to 
move ſeruples in good Men; and on the other 
hand, if too looſely, to encourage ſenſuality and 


a love of the World in bad ones. I ſhall, for the 
more cautious explication of them, and for the mak- 
ing them in their true ſenſe effectual to the ends 
for which they were deſign'd, Treat of them in this 


| following manner. 


Firſt, 1 will enquire what we are to underſtand 
ere by the Friendſbip of the world. 


Secondly, Lay down ſome Marks, or Signs, by. 
which we may certainly know, whether. we 
are ſuch Friends of the World. or no, as are 
here condemn'd.. | | 


Thirdly, Shew, For what Reaſons ſuch a Friend- 
pip of the World mult needs be Enmity with 
God. And, "0 EY ws 


Laſtly, Earneſtly exhort you, not to entertain 
ſuch a Friendſbip with the World, as muſt 
needs make you the Enemies of God. 


' Firſt, I am to Enquire, what we. are to under- 


„—— — es, 
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why 


for our clearer proceeding in this Enquiry, we ſhall 


— Ee, * = — bn. 


do well to confider, W550 he 7 
* , in what ſenſe the word World is to be here 
| taken. 2 | OT” | 
3 Seconaiy, What Degree of Friendſhip with the World 
1 7 ES PI WS. 
| Frlirſt, In what Senſe the word World is to be 
| here taken. Now there are three ſenſes in which 
| this word is us'd in Scripture, any one of which 
| may ſeem proper and pertinent enough in this 


place : and every one of which, by ſome Com- 
9 or other of good Note, are here ap- 
ly'd. As, Wann one 
A f Fir, The World is often put to ſignifie the wick- 
ed men of the world; whether Unbelievers, or Be- 
N lievers, of evil and profligate lives. So 1 Corinth. 
| | 11. 32. St. Paul tells the Corinthians, that they are 
Judged of the Lord, that is, vifited with Temporal 
Afffictions here, that they might not at the general 
Judgment be condemned with the world, that is, 
to be ſure, with the wicked of all forts. And ſo, 


| wherever the World is ſaid zo to know our Saviour, 
nn "and not to be able to receive the Spirit of Truth, 
| and to rejoyce at our Saviour's departure, and to hate 
' | bim and his Diſciples, and to bring Tribulation upon 
3 them: there it conſtantly 1 — wicked world- 
| ly minded men; whoſe minds the God of this world 
hath fo blinded, that the light of the glorious Go- 
| ſpel cannot ſhine unto them; or at leaſt, in whom 
| the love of the World hath ſo far choaked the 
ee iy thatir can bring Fend io fruit to per 


Secondly, 


4 u ah Eats 


before the Q U EE N. 
_ Secondly, It is ſometimes put to ſigniſie the vi. 
cious actions and cuſtoms of the World, And in this 

ſenſe St. Paul is ſuppos'd to uſe it, Rom. 12. 2. 
where he commands us not to be conform d to this 
World. And St. James, Chap. 1. ver. 27. where, 

reckoning up ſome of the main and principal Pro- 

perties of pure aud undefil d Religion, he mentions 

this at laſt, as the Crown of all, the keeping our 

ſelves unſpotted from the World: that is, doubtleſs, 

as it is more plainly expreſs'd, Titus 2. 12. From 

worlaly luſts. And 2 Pet. 2. 20. From the pollati- 

ons that are in the world. | IOC: 
Laſtly, It is likewiſe us'd to fignifie the things of 

the world, aud the enjoyment of them, viz. the Riabes, 

Honours, and Pleaſures of it; and in one word, every 

thing belonging to it, which men are apt to be 
pleas'd with. Thus Matt. 16. 26. What will it profit 
a man, faith our Saviour, if he gain the mhule world, 
or the enjoyment of all the things of the world that 
are deſireable, and loſe his omu Soul? And thus, Galat. 
6. 14. The world is cruciſi d anto me, faith St. Paal, 
and I unto the world: That is, the things of this 
World are to me like dead tlungs, which have no 
Charms or Virtue in them: and I alſo am like one 


dead, as to the enjoyment of them. © 
Now tho?, as I obſerv'd before, any of theſe 
three ſenſes may, without the leaſt abſurdity, be 
apply'd to the words before us: becauſe in -eyery 
one of theſe ſenſes, there is a frienaſin with tit 
World, which is blame-worthy, and - emmity with 
God; yet, becauſe it is plain, that in the Verſes im- 
mediately preceeding my Text, where St. * 


a 


* * 


— 2 
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ſpeaks of la ſting, and not having, acting, and not re- 


cei ving, &c. he had reſpect to the things of the World: 
and becauſe it is alſo plain, that to a love of the 


things of this World, moſt of our miſtakes about, and 
neglects of, God and Religion are owing ; nay, and 


that, from a love of the World in this ſenſe, the 


love of it in the other two, namely, of the wicked 


men and wicked cuſtoms of it, doth moſt commonly 
ariſe; and that therefore this chiefly deſerves to 
be Expos d and-Argu'd againſt : I ſhall, without the 
leaſt Scruple, nay even moſt willingly and readily, 
ſuppoſe, that by the World here, the things of the World 
are to be underſtood; and accordingly proceed to 


enquire, 


Secondly, What degree of Love or Friendſhip to the 
things of the World, is here condemn'd. For, that 
every degree of Love is not, ſeems to be very evi- 
dent from hence; that the :hines of this World, are, 
like al other God's Creatures, in their own Nature 

ood, and conſequently deſerving to be belov'd. 
That they are good to us, neceſſary ſupports to, and 
grateful comforts of, our Beings, and never in the 
leaſt hurtful to them, but through our own faults. 


That we are Created with Natural Appetites for, and 


Inclinations and Affections towards, them : and that 
they are ſtyl'd in Scripture the good gifts of Goa, 
and ſaid to be beftow'd by him as Favours and Re- 
wards on his beſt and moſt faithful Servants ; and 
therefore ought (as he doth not only allow, but 
command) even in honour to him, to be rejaycd in, 


and receiv'd with Tranksgiving, that is, in other 


words, to be Lov'd and Eſteem'd by us. 3 
i But 


ba before the QUE E N. 


But then we muſt take care to love them with a 
jult and well-proportion'd love; not to ſet them up 
in our Affections above things of infinitely greater 
value in themſelves, and infinitely more amiable 
upon account of their Uſefulneſs and Beneficialneſs to 
us ; not to ſuffer them ſo much as to aim at any de- 
gree of parity or equality with theſe in our Affecti- 


ons: nay, and even not to ſet them up above them-_ 


ſelves; I mean, not to love and value them more 
than they really deſerve, more than their own Na- 
ture, and the relations which they bear to us, will 
anſwer for. But to ſpeak more plainly, and diſtinctly 


to the point, we then are ſuch friends of the things of 


the World, as St. James condemns, 


Firſt, When we love them more than we do 


God, our Saviour, Religion, and our Souls, or in- 
deed with any degree of nearneſs or equality to them. 
We muſt love the Lord our God, with all our hearts, 


and all our minds, and all our Souls; and be ſo far from 


loving the pleaſures of this world more than him, that 


we muſt have nothing upon earth in compariſon 'of 


him. We muſt not love Father or Mother, Houſes or 
Lands, nay, or our very lives, more than Chriſt ; we 

muſt count all things but Droſs and Dung for the 
knowledge of him: We muſt love God's Command- 
ments hows Gola, yea, above fine Gold: And tho? the 
whole world ſhould be offer'd us in exchange for our 
Souls, we muſt love and value them to well, to 
accept of the offer. To fay all at once, we muſt 


B . not 
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not love any earthly thing whatſoever, in compa- 


riſon of the leaſt part of our Duty, whether it be 


ro God or Man; or any worldly Enjoyment, like 


the en ments of Religion, in ward peace hope joy | 
4 and ener of mind here, and everlaſting hap- 


pineſs in Heaven hereafter. 


' * Secondly, When we love them more (tho? vaſtly 


ſhort of God, our Saviour, our Souls, our Religion, 
and the Spiritual Rewards of it, if ſuch a thing could 
wed be ſuppos'd) than they in themſelves really 

eſerve to be belov'd; and for other Ends and Pur- 


"tov than God has deſign'd them for: When we 


ve them as our own, as bringing mighty delights. 


and ſatisfactions with them, as being certain, per- 


manent, and durable goods; when really they de- 
pend entirely upon the Will of another, have no great 
matter in them when we come to enjoy them, are 
not ſo much as lent us for any certain time, but are 


always fluttering upon the wing, and ready to be 


gone, and very often fly quite away from us: When 


we love them as Settlements at our home, not as 
Conveniencies in our paſſage; love them for a ſurfeit, 
not for a ſober meal; love them for miniſtring to our 
Vices, Luſts and Paſſions, not to our Virtues, Ne- 


ceſſities, and Tranquility of mind; and, to ſum up 


all in the Apoſtles Words, love to abuſe more than to 
. «ſe them, love them as things which ſhall endure for 


ever, and not as things. the faſhion of which paſſeth 


Theſe 


— ———— 


r 
» 
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Theſe two general Heads, will, I believe, take in 
all inſtances whatſoever of an unlawful, unreaſona- 
ble, and conſequently blameable love of the things 
of this World: It being impoſſible to love them too 
much, ſo long as we love all things, that are more 
amiable, proportionably more; and ſo long as we 
meaſure out our love to them according to their own 
natural goodneſs, and true uſefulneſs to us; and con- 
fine and limit it to God's own ends and purpoſes. Let 
us therefore but be able to aſſure our ſelves, that we 
do thus love the things of this World ; and then we 
{ſhall have no reaſon to fear upon this account. And 
whether we do ſo or no, we ſhall ſoon know, when 
A Oy 


_ Secondly, to lay down ſome Marks or Signs, by > 
which — may ln know, whether *. * 
Friends of the World or no, as St. James here con- 
demneth. And what ſhould theſe Marks or Signs 
be, but the Influences and Effects which this Prin- 
ciple of worldly love, if it be predominant in * will 
habitually have upon our Minds and Actions? For 
the fureft way of jucging of a Tree is, by its con- 
ftant Fruit; and we ſhall never want Fruit h 
to judge of this Tree by; which is no dull, uggilh, 
unactive and barren Principle within us; but on the 
contrary, a very brisk, lively, active, and fruitful 


„ If 
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If therefore, in the general, we find our thoughts 
and affections wholely, or chiefly, taken up with 
the things of this World: if the main bent of all our 


Studies and endeavours tends this way, if for the 


fake of theſe things, we attempt ſuch difficulties, un- 


dergo ſuch labours, run ſuch hazards, as we would 


not for the ſake of any thing elſe whatſoever, not 


even for God's and our own Soul's ſake, venture 


upon: If our hearts are rather ſet upon making 


our ſelves, or our Children, Rich and Great, than 


W:ſe and Good: If we ſtrive very much to get places 
of Honour or profit, and very little, or not at all, 
to do the good which we may do in them, and diſ- 
charge the Truſts belonging to them : If we ſneak 
and ſoon ſuffer our ſelves to give way, in the cauſe 
of God and Religion; and let this Man's Greatneſs, 
and t'other Man's Wealth, this ſecular inconvenience, 
and that conſideration of worldly gain, keep us from 
doing our Duty, or frighten us from oppoſing wick- 
edneſs, in a way proper for us, tho? in never ſuch 
high places : when, at the ſame time, we can be bold 
as Lyons for the World, and vigoroufly oppoſe any 

wer whatſoever, even the higheſt upon Earth, 
that {hall dare to touch our Honours, our Eſtates, our 
Liberties, or Properties. If this, or any thing like this, 
he our caſe, there is no room left to diſpute what 
Principle we are govern'd. by: but the World, which 
ſo plainly ſhews its Authority over us, muſt have us. 
But, to be more particular, 


It 


r 


—B 
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lf we can be prevaibd upon, for any worldly In- 


tereſt or Gratification whatſoever, wilfully to omit 
any one Duty of Religion, or commit any one ſin. 
If tor the ſake of what we call good Company, Buſineſs, 
or Diverſion, we abſent our ſelves from the Pub- 
lick Worſhip of God, in the great Congregation 
of his people: or even fail of our Morning and 


Evening Sacrifice of Family, and Cloſer Prayer and 
Thankſgiving to him. if t 

an Intereſt in a great Man, we flatter him, drink 
with him, lye for him, become Companions with, 


or excuſe, commend, or aſſiſt him, in any other of 


his Vices.. 


If we let the Affairs of the World make us do our 
Duty to God very lamely and imperfefFly, cut ſhort 
our religious Exerciſes, mingle with, and prophane 


all our Devotions, diſſipate. our compos'd and ſeri- 


ous Thoughts, ſpoil our attention to God's: Word, 
render our behaviour in his Houſe irreverent and 
unſeemly, and conſequently ſcandalous and offenſive 
to others; nay, and apt to diſcompoſe and diſturb 
their Devotion too, as well as our own; and do not 
do our utmoſt to prevent and hinder: this, but rather 
cheriſh and encourage it. 


If we do not go with as much pleaſure, at leaſt; 
to the ſervice of God, and the practice of our Duty, as 
to the Buſineſs and Diverſions of the World; to the 
Church, as to the. Play-houſe; to our Cloſets, as to 

| | Our 


\ 
#* 
ö . 


o preſerve or advance 


— 
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our Cheſts and Co ?rs: Toa Work of Juſtice or Cha- 
rity, as to a good Bargain, or good Purchaſe. | 


If we love the praiſe of men more than the praiſe of 
Gad; ſtudy more, and take more pains to pleaſe then, 
than Him; and even rather to pleaſe, than profit them: 
If We act our ſelves more with regard to Popularity, 

and worldly Applauſe, than to Honour, Juſtice, and 
the Rules of our Duty; and adviſe others, rather to 
what, we are ſure they like, and will thank and re- 
ward us for, than what is truly for God's Glory, and 
their own and others real good, © 


If, in doubtful caſes between God and the World, 
we do not always ſurely incline to God's ſide: As if, 
ſuppoſing, not allowing it to be doubtful, whether 
it be lawtul to play or game on the Lord's Day, yet 

we do not preſently conclude againit this: Becauſe 
= God's Honour is herein concern'd; and, in that caſe, 
þ ve ſhould always be reſolv'd to take the ſureſt ſide. 


If we chuſe rather to abate on God's part than 
the Worlds: It we rob him of part of his Day,-which 
is but one in ſeven, to ſpend in Viſitings, in Airings, in 
trifling Converſations, and in Merry-meetings, rather 
than loſea moment of the other ſix, which we look 
upon entirely dedicated to the World for any of 
theſe purpoſes: If, ina time of publict Taxes, When 
we have occaſion to retrench and contract our Ex- 
pences, we rather diminiſn and take off from our 
-.. Charity, our Kindneſs tu God's Miniſters, our Contri- 


butions 


ͤ— 


„ 


„ 


before the QUEEN. © 16 6 


butions towards Religious Deſigns ; than from our. out- 
ward Equipage, Fine Furnitare, Rich Cloaths, Gay Li- 
veries, variety of Coſtly Wines, and Luxurious Diſh- 
A TORE $f 


If we are never contented with ſuch things as me 
have, tho* competent, and perhaps abundantly ſuf. 
ficient for all the true Ends and Conveniences of life; 
but are perpetually carkzzg and craving after more; 

and that too to pleaſe our Ambition, gratifie our 
Pride, tickle our Yazity, humour our Covetouſneſs, 
inflame our Laſts, ſtrengthen our power of Oppre/- 
. | | ol 


I we put our truſt in Riches, or in any Arm of *- 
Fleſh: If we make Gold our Hope, or ſay to the fine 
Gold, thou art my Confidence: If we believe that it 
can deliver from the Hand of Death, or profit in the 
Day of Wrath: If we reckon ſecurely upon the En- 
joyment of it, or of any other worldly good, and 
bid our Souls take their eaſe, eat, drink, and be mer- 
73, as having a certain ſtore laid up for many years : 
If we forget God our Saviour, and put our truſt in a- 
ny thing but him. | 


If we dread the Thoughts of leaving this preſens © 
World, and cling faſt to it, and do all that we can 
to perſwade our ſelves that we ſhall live in it, and 
enjoy it, as long as the oldeſt Man that ever we 
knew. If inſtead of ſtriving to wean our ſelves from 
it, and become mortiſ d to it, we unneceſſarily run 


1 5 
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ing forth much better Fruits. 


into the way of Iemptation; encreaſe our Buſineſs, 
multiply our Acquaintance, hunt out new Pleaſures, 
lay new and long Projects, and even unnaturally 


ſtrive and force onr ſelves to ſeem young to our 


| elves, (tor other People cannot be ſo eaſily deceiv'd, 
but ſtand by and ſee, and laugh at this our Folly) that 
ſo we may not feel the Natural Warnings, nor hear 
the neceſſary Calls of Death by Old Age. 


If, Laſtly, in the very inmoſt ſecrets of our Souls, 
we do but ſo much as wiſb, That God had made 
our Happineſs to conſiſt more in the enjoyment of 
the things of this World, and leſs in the enjoyment of 
himſelf, and all Spiritual Goods, 


In theſe, and all ſuch like Caſes, there appears 


ſuch a plain Byaſs and Inclination to the things of 
the World; ſuch a partial, and very often, entire pre- 


ference of them to the Concerns ot God and Religion: 


Such an unjuſt Eſteem and Valuation of them; and 
ſuch a prepoſterous deſignation of them, not only to 
other, but even to contrary Ends, than thoſe God 
deſign?d them for: That we are ſure this mult be 
ſuch a love of the World as deſerves to be condem- 
ned; and therefore, no doubt, ſuch an one as 
St. James deſign'd here to condemn. And, on the 
other hand, where we find the reverſe of all this, 
we may be as ſure that we are not under the influ- 
ence of this, but a quite difterent Principle, bring- 


88 And 


— 
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And now having given you ſuch a large de- 
ſcription of this Principle of worldly love, in its 

true and genuine Effects You cannot ſure but of 
your ſelves, ſee in it, 


Thirdly, Reaſons in abundance, why it muſt 


needs be Eumity with God. 


You cannot but ſee how unreaſonable, ill-pro- 
ed 1 and «juſt a Love this is. How it robs 


od of, or at leaſt pretends to come into compe- 


tition with him for, the firſt place in our eſteem 


and affections; which can be only due to the in- 


finite Perfections of his Nature, and his Infinite 
Goodneſs and Beneficence to us: How it abſurdly 
prefers the Creatare to the Creator, Shadows to 
Subſtances, Senſe to Reaſon, Time to Eternity, and 
Mortal Bodies to Immortal Souls: How it reflects 
upon God's Honour, by thruſting him down, even 


beneath the vileſt Works of his own hands; and 
3 his Wiſdom, by croſſing and perverting 


the Deſigns of it. 


Vou cannot but ſee, how vaſtly it is below the 


Nature and Dignity of Man; who was made, and 


is fitted, for much nobler Enjoyments ; who has 
a diſtinguiſhing Principle within him, that ſets him 
up far above the beaſts that periſh, and who there- 


fore ought not, by degrading himſelf, to become like 
Ws gy them} 


. 


I SERMON Pread'd 


chem; whoſe great Glory it is, that he was created 
after God's own Image, and has a Rational and Ihnmor- 
tal Soul, by which he is ally'd to the molt Ex- 
celle nt r (4 even God himſelf, and made capa- 
ble of the Converſation and Fs 7 of them; 
and whoſe Sapreme, I had almoſt 

Happineſs, (for ſurely that which we generally 
call Happineſs in this life, doth but ill deſerve 
ſo ſignificant a name) lyeth not in zhis World, but 
in that which is to come. Es 


Lou cannot but ſee how directly contrary and 
repugnant this is to the very Mature and Deſign 
of the Chriſtian Religion; to our Bepriſmal Fow,, 
wherein we renounce the World; to the Example 
of our Bleſſed Saviour, who declar'd both in word 
and deed that he was not 2 the World; to our 
own conſtant Profeſſions of being Subjects of a 
Kingdom that is not of this World; to the great 
End of our Lord's coming, which was to ſave ws 
from this evil world, to chuſe us out of it, and 
to make us 4 pecaliar people to himſelf, that ſhould 
not mind earthly things; to his moſt plain and 
frequent Commands, whereby we are indiſpenſa- 
bly enjoyn'd, not zo love this world or the things 
of i but to dem our ſelves, to mortifie our mem- 
ers whith are upon the earth, and to become 
heavenly minded, and ſeth thoſe things which are 
above; nay, and to the very Threatmings and Pro- 
wiſes of the Goſpel too, which are full fraught 
| „ 


ſaid all whoſe 
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with vengeance and deſtructiom for all thoſe enemies 
of Chrift®s Croſs, who mind earthly things; but with 

Glory, Hoxour, and Power for all ſuch as have 
their Converſation is Heaven, and look not at 
the things which are ſeen, and are Temporal, but. 
_ ings which are not ſeen, and are eter- 
zal, | | | 


Laſih, You cannot but ſee how plainly this 
| tends to wear away and utterly extirpate all ſenſe. 
and regard of God and Religion, out of our 
minds. How it will make us, either totally o- 
mit, or at leaſt very careleſy and »egligently, and 
conſequently «xprofitably, perform thoſe Duties of 
Religion, which are the ordinary means of grow 
| ing in Grace, and in the knowledge of Chrif Je- 
ſus, ſuch as Praying to Gad, Hearing the Word, 
Partaking in the bleſſed Sacrament of our Lord's 
Supper, c. and how it will deſle our Souls, 
and render us ſuch impure Temples, as the Ho- 
ly Spirit of God will not vouchſate to dwell in. 
it expoſeth us 0 and dangerou: 
ares and temptations, and by degrees brings us 
* under the Government of the God of 
' this World; who, for the Kyngdoms of the Earth, 
and the Glory of them, will ſoon make us fall 
down and worſpip him. How it brings in fuel 
to our already over- hot Lats and Appetgtes, 
ſtrengthens our Natural Depravities, blinds the 
eyes of our . makes at firſt _ 
| 2. es 


E 


* 


ſes, and then pleas for almoſt all forts of ſins, 
and at laſt urgeth us on to bold and daring ex- 
ploits in wickedneſs; and ſo makes good the A. 
poſtles Character of it, that it is the- root of all. 
evil, How it takes away all reliſh of Spiritual 
and Heavenly things; and then put us upon 
.withing that there were no God and Religion, 
which are ſuch dall and taſtleſs things to us, and 
foon after makes us believe, according to our wiſhes, 
that there are none. : 


© And ſeeing all this; how much Tzjary and 
Reproach is hereby done to. God's Infinite Per- 
fections; What ungrateful Returns made to his 
loving kindneſs, how much his workmanſhip is 
diſgrac d, his good gifts abasd, his excellent and 
glorious Ends in our Creation and Redemption de- 
feated; his Son's. coming fruſtrated; his Example of 
no effect; his Commands violated ; his Threatnings 
ſlighted ; his rewards not valu'd; our moſt ſolemn 
Vows and Profeſſions to him broken; his.Ordinances 
neglected ; his. Spirit done deſpite to, and himſelf, 
as far as we are able, ſpat out of his own: World; 
Seeing all this, we cannot help very plainly 
ſeeing one thing more, vis. that this /ove of 
the world muſt needs be Eumity with God. And 
can there then poſſibly be any need that I. ſhould 
fay any thing farther? rn 


Lafth, 


JW * 


: 
— eee eee A N P r 8 reer rene 6 » 
* a” - 
* 1 „ 4 34 

LY "D 5 'Þ wy 7 5 

. 4 1 3 b * 1 . 

J ' GC 7 4 . % 
* 9 ” , - 4 * * + 07 0 * oO «A 4 

1 by . 
* > * n * r * - 4 N * 0 VE ny " MEL OF * : 
N — 
- 


9 


n 9 — ä 


| | | \ = b 
Laſth, Earneſtly to exhort you, not to emter- b 0 
tain ſuch a. Friendſbip with the World, Is not the ; 


Eumity of God Argument enough to diſſwade 
you from this, or indeed any thing elſe whatſoever? 
Is it not all Arguments put together in one ?. 
Are not all poſſible Evils, every thing that is to 
be fear'd and fled from, couch'd under it? Much 
more in conjunction with the many Arguments 
before mention'd, the anregſonableneſe, the injuſtice, 
the baſeneſs, the perfidiouſuęſs, the ingratitude, the 
folly, the danger of the thing, is it not ſufficient ? 
I hope it is: I am ſure it ought to be. And 
et, becauſe we find by experience, that men 
bows need of all the Arguments that we can 
furniſh them with, againit the Charms and Be- 
 witchery of the world; I ſhall beg leave juſt to 
mention two more very conſiderable ones. 


_ Firſt, That we can never live with any tole. 
rable eaſe, quiet, and ſatisfaction, ſo long as we 

are under the Government of this Principle of 
worldly loue. Much leſs, 3 


Secondly, Can we die with any. 


Firſt, 


z 
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Firſt, 1 ſay, we can never live with any. tole- 
rable eaje, quiet, and /arisfattion, ſo long as we 
are under the Government of this Principle. There 
is fo much uncertainty and wſatisfacformeſs in all 
the rhings of this World, that thoſe who place 
their chief Hope and Happineſs in them, muſt 
necellarily very often meet with grievous halts and 
diſappointments; muſt frequently mils of their 
promis'd enjoyment of them, ſuch as they are; 
and evermore be deceiv'd in their Expectations 
trom them which have repreſented them ſuch as 
they are not. Beſides, they will be apt to fo- 
ment and encourage very troubkfome and unea- 
fie Lufts and Paffrons in us; 3 Pride, A. 
on ſuch Ways, ö for the gratification of theſe, 5 
will rob us of our Reff; Health, Liberty, Reput a- 
tion, and indeed, every thing that is truly valu- 
able, and may tend to make us live eaſily and 
comfortably here. To all which, add the conti- 
mual occaſions which we ſhall have to bewail the 
loſs of ſome part or other of theſe brittle and fu- 
gitive Goods, and the Fears of loſing more; the 
care and anxiety in preſerving, the deſire and thirſt 
of excreaſing, and the ſorrow and trouble in parting 
with them; the want of che comforts of a gbod 
Conſcience, which God's Enemies muſt always 
want; and the ſtings and laſbes of a bad Gs 
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which they muſt ever and anon feel; and above © 
all, that N horror and read of Death, 
which will perſue us through, and help migh- 
tily to embirter all the Pleaſures aud Enjoyments 
of this Life; and we ſhall find very little room 
for Peace and Contentment. And never leſs 


| Secondly, When we come to die, and need them 
moſt ; Then, Then, mifer#ble Wretches that we 
are! all that we plac'd our Happineſs in is g- 
ing from us at ane blow. Our dear, dear World has 
not ſo much as one Smile, one glimpſe of Comfort 
left for us: Nay, the very ſight of this makes us 
miſerable, by putting us in mind of ſuch Plea- 
ſures as are now no more; and provoking us to 
long for and pant after ſuch Enjoyments as muſt - 
never more be had. Too late we find the empti- 
neſs, the vanity, the ſhort-livedneſs of all worldly . 
Goods: Too late we ſeek for better Objects for 
our Afﬀettions, which will now neither come to 
them; nor, if they would, (habitually vitiated 
and deprav'd as they are!) could find agree- 


able entertainment with them. Too late we 
bethink our ſelves, that we muſt give an arconmr 


of our Steward{hips : Too furely do we know our 


ſelves to be alrogether unprepar'd for ſuch an . 


Account. Now the thoughts of our Folly and 


our Danger crowd thick upon us: We are con- 


founded 
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and muſt take Hell into 


we paſs into the other. 


Tounded to think that we have barter'd away 


Heaven for the Toys and Tra” of this Life; nay, 

e Bargain alſo: and, 
that our Miſery may be nne one of the hotteſt 
places in it too. For ſo ſaith the Scripture, Double 
unto them, double according to their Works, How 
much they have glorified themſelves, and lived de- 
liciouſly, ſo much Torment and Sorrow give them. 
Theſe Thoughts make our Hearts fail us; now 
the fears of Hell properly ſpeaking, coming upon 
us; we feel more torment in every ſingle mo- 


ment, than we enjoy'd Pleaſure in the whole 


courſe of our Lives. Our God has forſaken us: 
Our Conſciences condemn us: We have. had 
all our good things in this World: And with 
deſpairng Sighs, and Floods of Tears; with 
dreadful Shrieks, and hopeleſs Cries for Mercy, 


D let me then beg of you, by all the Ho- 


nour, Duty, Love and Gratitude which ye owe 
to God: By all that the Bleſſed Jeſus ever did 
or ſuffer d tor you: By your own Yows and 
Promiſes : By the Dignity of your Natare, and 
the Dictates of your Reaſon and Conſcience : By 


all your Hopes of Peace and Happineſs, both in 


Life and in Death, both here and hereafter: By 


your Fears of being condemned with the World ; 


and by your earneſt expectations of being re- 
by N e 
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every. of theſe pomerfut: (and! ſure I netd not fear 


to ſay {rin Arguments, 7585 yon. 1055 
e thee, F 1 e the 
rincipal 


not to ſet gour 

things of it: Not to m 

Care and Concern, to lay ap for 17 — ſelves 

treaſures upon Earth, where Moth and Ruſt doth 

corrupt, and where "Thieves break wr and 
ſteal: And to take thought for your Life, what 


je ſhall eat, and what ye ſhall drink, and wherewith- 


al ye ſhall be cloath'd. But to lay up > for Jour ſelves 
pt. 30 in Heaven, where thc ty — nor Ruſt 
| doth corrupt, and who Thieves do not (break 
through and Neal. And to be ſure, as you value 
your Souls and their everlaſting Happineſs, Firſt, 
and above all other s, fo feet the Kingdom 
of God, as your n ts Ri On xels 
A 755 We my 43 I * 4 — 
may not fail of this =: us humbl oy have re- 


courſe to Almighty God, for his a iſtance, in 
thoſe Cage Words of our Holy Church. 
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